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How commuters weave together new geographies



The trolley is weaving over the land a finer 
mesh of steel within the coarser network 
formed by the steam railway, carrying out by a 
sort of village-to-village and house-to-house 
shuttle-work the mission instituted by the 
puffing locomotive — that of substituting 
among men solidarity for isolation … making 
communities and individuals … alive to the 
reality of the larger world, and their parts and 
relations therein. 

Sylvester Baxter 
“The Trolley in Rural Parts” (Harper’s, June 1898)



Geo H. Walker & Co. (1907), David Rumsey Map Collection



H. M. Coushá (1933), Library of Congress 



Wikimedia Commons



Alfred T. Palmer (1942), FSA. Library of Congress



The opposing forces in the 
geography of regions 

Interconnections 
(flows, relationships, links) 

Discontinuities 
(groupings, borders, identities)







Commutes beginning or ending 
in the Chesapeake megaregion

168,934 links 
4,319,798 commuters



Commutes beginning and ending 
in the Chesapeake megaregion

160,497 links 
4,185,571 commuters (96.9% of total)





The five Chesapeake subregions



The five Chesapeake subregions



While divided by political lines into a large 
number of cities and towns, socially this district 
is, to all intents and purposes, essentially one 
community. It must therefore be considered as 
such when questions presenting themselves 
arising from the needs developed by the growth 
of such a community. 

Sylvester Baxter 
Report of the Board of Metropolitan Park Commissioners (1893)



If individual communities do not perceive 
themselves as part of a larger whole … local 
governments are opting for ideology over these 
new realities. 

Robert C. Wood 
Eastward Ho: Issues and Options for Regional Development for 
the Metropolitan Boston Region (1997)
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•s •'«■ * i H ^(, f.v.’ T:^ltures of *Proj'ect
„ ,'^^ere ar^j four cKi^Cfeatures of the Appalachian project:
. I,' Thf\TrailH-l ' ' ‘

The’beginnings of an Appalachian" trail alrfeady^exist. 
'They‘have‘ been Mtablished for'several ye^^rs—in various 
localities along the' line. Specially ,good' wdrk in ffail 

^'buildirig,'' has been |fccofhplislied 'by' the Appafadijan 
.Mountain “Club i^the White^Moupta&s ofNev^'Ham^shi're 
&hd^ by'i the 'tjreeh' Klolinfain,^liib'in Vernjoht. The’ 
j|atfer'as^ociation'has btfi4 the“‘^Long Trail” for 2x6 niiles 

, through the Greeh' Mountain's—f^uV'fifths bf the distahee 
fr^m >the hlassachuse^ftS^ine’t^ the Canadian.' Here is a. 
prpjecAthat wiU,‘|b^ically be'exten^e<l. WHat'the'Green 
hlpuntains are-toVerpiont the^App^laOhians are to eastern 
Unit'^,^^fa’fes'. What 'su^g^ted,- th4efore, is' a “long 
"trail” bvfer tK,efulUehgth of th^ skyline, from

, 'the^highfest’peaki.in the north'<to the^Highfest peak in the 
feoutl^V^fr^'hi hit. Washingtont' to 1^’t. MPtcliell. 

yThe trail shbuld^bO divided intojSectio“ns, eacK cqhsi^tinp 
' V “Jipsfpmbly.of tl;ie portio^lying^’iiiya'^iven'State,'or .sub 

division" tji'e£’eof^f Each' ’secriorv shbulAj be«an Ihe- 
‘ mediate^ch4rge;'o^^a«*lj5cal^group ^fi.peoplej'«Difficulties' 

might ;ar^se ©yer, ■the' use* 6f'.privat‘4 pfof>eryy4^espbcially 
iha'J:' ainid^agr^culturial lan^s oh^ thi crosSoverslhet^eerf 
Jrang&i ' ft migl\tsiji;metimes‘b'd i?ecessar^’t(?pbtmn a §^a,te 

. franchise-fflr .th^ ushi^of .rights “of'w^y.’ wW'hese/maftfer^ 
’>;s could re^ily,^'b^^djuste^,prqvi^ed‘thereis su^cieA locaL 
■publicMirterest ,in itHe<’project^,W a,whple. The various 
sectr6ns|^'sKbiild,be_hnde|r's6i4p form o?general federated 
control,’‘huts no,sugges^ii}'iiS 'j-egardipg' th^^orm are made in 
this^afticle.^ ^ ^ ^
^ ’lS[ht' air of-the'traib within a.sehtion coufd, of, cou'rs??^^® 

«'huilb aro,irc^,; 'It w^uld^b^<anpatter ohdi^rai'years..^ ,As 
far,^as>pdssipie theJyork'^undermk'en /orjany one;: Season 

, I* ^■'Ihouldion'^lhfe’somfe aefinite'usable lihlt^a's u|> or across 
-orie’" peak. I'Oncfe completed “'i^^ iSliduld Be immediately 
dpOh'o(|, for local use a^dno’t^wait on tK^ complfetiprtof other

* portions. Each, bprtioh built'should, of Oburse^,^fe rigor-
* ,pusry m'ainrain^4nd,npt,all9w^^o reyert tc^disusp'i ‘A 

, ’ '^ralb^js as^ 5er,yipeab|e ,as’.its ppo^^tr.link.!' »”
'f'He,trail cpuld be mkde, atieach^ sta^fe o^dt&»'|^on3truc-' 

.tipnj^of ifhmeHiatestrat^fc‘.yaluempSeve'riUngian{( fight- 
|ng/orest“fifes;, ‘LQdJcout stations,c9ul^'beipc’^t^'af inberi 

,rj ' Y.al? along the '^ay, A forest fire,servic? coulAh93rganize4 
f, in each'Section which should.'tie in^ Y^itji' t^e services pf the, 

, Fdderaljahd State'-Gpvernments. ,'the trail wpuld'h'edqfhe 
im’njediafpl5r*a'BattIe|ine against’iire’. ^. ’ ' ,j*
■?A ^ugg^suofl for Ae location of,'the t^ail* and its ^ain 

I, ibranchfes is^shown ph th? 'accpmpapyihg mkp^ ^ '
^ *2". iShelferi Camp^j- 4’, ^ '' . ^

These'afethe u^ual accompaniments of the trails,which 
have been^builtdp. |he White and Gr'^en Mountains. They 
kre.the trail’s equipment for use. TKey should.'bfe located 

'ai^Tconvehient dikknce^sp adto allow a comfortaplediay’^ 
walk'be^^enyach. They should be equipp^'always. for 
sleeping aijd’.certain of ^em'for serving rn4ls—after,!thc 
fashion of the SWiss chale'ts. 'Strict’fegulation is ^ssentjal 
io prdyide ^al qquipmehtis q^ed and ribt’ahusqd.j As far 
'as possible the'biazing and constructing of^tHe/trail and 
budding.of'camps should be'^one' by volunteer wqrke,rs.. 
For volunteer"work” is really “pl^y.^. The*spirit of

?3\'Kli_MN'STIfF¥TE' OE AReHITSC.ES

'cdopqratlon>,a5sjusualihisuch 'ehterpris^Sj'should Bdstimu- 
lated throug’houty The> enterprise should; of'course; be 
bondUct^ yitKou^, profit.* The .trail, must .,be' 'well, 
guarded—agdihstthe ye^giman,'and,aga4nst; the profiteer.
•^.\QoTnitiuni{y-'Carnes—

The^e woi^d grow naturally dpt o|''th6 Shelter capps'dind 
inn’s.. Each'would consist of a little-communityon'or"riear 
^he trail (pferhaps o,n a neighboring lake^ 'jv-lif re pepple could 
live* in priVatp ’^dopiiciles. Sjjch a community might 
ohcu^y.’-'a Substantial area—perhaps a’ hundred -acres or, 
fnpre. ‘ This'should Be bdught^and/ownM’.as a^parUof the 

‘ufoject.^ No’ separate lots should Be sold' therefrom. 
Eaclfecaifip should'be ^ self-bwnlng rommuqity andinot a 
re^ estate '^enjure., T^he use of the separate’ dqmrciles', 
■like^ kll,^other’’featufes o^f 'thq project, sho’uld be available 
with'qut'profiri , . ’

These,community'damps ^ho^ld be.carfefully'planned in 
•advance.; They 'should^ not be allowed tofbecome too 
pppulbus^'and thereby'defeaV tfie very'purpose'for which 
thqy' are crfeated.^ ‘‘Gdeater^ numbers -should? be, accbmmo- 

l^dated ^)y communities/^ no’t'/<?r^fr ones. lThere.is 
•?bo;h, yfi^out‘’cfowding, m the'Appalachian region for a 
yery'iarge^ campin^'^popul^tidn.'^ Thp .location bf-'th’ese 
^orpmunity* camps wo^d'fdr^ a“ main part’of the 'i^egibnal 
plajining’and arc^it^c,ture.?/' % '' {,

TKesq.commqnities'yoqld’be nseclf fon .yanous'lcmds qf 
noA-industrial 'activity.^ They .might’’ pventhally be 
brganiz^ for special puipqs^f-^fdr. f ecf batioi^ foV reaJpera- 
jtibn,'and’ for study.' Summerfschpol's.'br/seasonakfieJ4' 
i^ou'rses'JcdlilH be established'and; scientific*, tray^*pqurs^ 
o|gani|^/and accommpdVted ir^’ the difefentj coffimiinit 
ti^S alon^,die.trail. ’ Tlie'cornmunity camp should b^ecome 
Sqmething'morp-'dian k.^merd'‘!playground’’| if ’Jsh’ould' 
stimulate’evdry possible^ llne^’qf outdoor nbn-inaustri^ 
ehdeavor. f

Food and Farm Ca^ps ' ,
” ‘'I^eSe'miglitnotbeorgahized'atfirst.t' TTiey wojildcome

a- ‘later development.' The /arm ’camp is ’,tn,e< nfit^al 
^n^pr^qnt'of ^e;cpmmunity **'c^pip. fetcre’in‘tlie Sarhe 

.spiritvbf fcobperation’.andfw;^!! ordered .aqticfn'tlie fodcf|and 
cf6ps,c,qn?umed, in.,tlfc',outdoor living, wobld^a? far as 
prWiqaB|e i:^*sown'kn4’barves4d.

‘Food ^d film camps,,could 'be establisl^ed ks special 
qoAundnities'Hn. adjoining valleys. Or <they»'migH| be 
combined witH jthe community campf by the ihclusion of 
surroun‘dirig';fanri lands. TheJr developmentTWOuld'pro 
vide tangible opportunity^ for wpfking ' out' by actual 
%xpefimenf a fundamehtayrnatter in, the problem,of living.. 
It.' would *provide one* definite .rf^nue of’experiment" iri 
getting. “,back»ito,'tlie land.’^'' It would,.provide an op- 
.portunity for those“anxroul to settle*down in'the country; 
iuwouldjopen up a.pos^jble‘source fo^ new^an<f needed/ 
employment^"'Cohuiuiiiities of4hisA:ype arg illust,rated -by 
thb Iludson Guild .Far^ in'Nbw Jersey. '

Fuelwodd^ logs/ ah6^umber»gre‘.other-basic needs“qf,tKe, 
camps and tortmunities ilong the trail. These also might 
be gi’own npd'foresf'ed'ks p^rt’of'the camp activity, rathgr 
than bought in the lumber m^rl;et.^ 'The' nucleus’of sucH 
an enl;erpr|se.lfas alfeadybeen started at; CampTSmiment, 
Pennsylvania, on adlke not far’frbm the proposed route of 
the'Appalachian, t'rail, '/hjs camp has been established
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a ' AN' AP'P;^LACI|IAN-, TRAH;

,by a-labbr gibup»in Neye'Xo'r^ City.’ They|haVe ejected 
a sawmitfon* their .traqt of bood acres and haye Built, the 
bungalows o/, their,community.fr"qm thqir.o^n timW. ' 

Farrn c^ps n\ight. ultimately be supfifldmented by 
permanent forest ckmps,through the, ^cqbi44?d‘(dr 
lekse) of wqod and,timber .tracts. These'of, course 
sljqul.d Be handle<hunder a'system.of/qfe§try so 
as to have a .dd'ntinqously 'growing ‘ crop of. p, 
material, ,Th,e object'sought<mi'ght',be ac- i 
.complisHed though long ,tprm timber sale '
qontractsp-withthe federal Government, 
oh.somes of the‘Appalachian 'I^a-. 
tional,, Forests. Here would be 
another opportunity • for ’per- 

steady/ .healthy 
employment in' the open.

Elemept^qfDram 
aticAppedl

,The ''reshlts 
achievatlqiq 
;the pamfJi 
And

' MXiN-'Tajiit.rf ; 
•bVA'NCH'T^AfL- 

•‘RniLwAY.*
'WA^ElflVAy* -‘“'T''—-----
•STATt LlNt.. ’-------------------------
• LAR.<3E ClTiks 

MooKTAiMp'ys. Aae'Ai,

-----------‘----'7'*’“'

beyqn'd^
’ the teiriderfoot stige therein. ‘ Ilie 

, camtrcdmmuqijy is a sanctuary arid' 
a refug^ froni“tlie scramble of' 

‘evety-day'worldly commer^al life.'?, 
■ It is in e^sfe'nce a-jetrea't ffdmp’rofit.' 
'(Sooperatfon replaces 'antagonism, 
trust replaces suspicion, emulation 
replkcesf cqm^ptition. An Appala-/ 
chian trail, wit}!, its jCom-
munities; -and Spheres of influence 

‘alph'g th^skylipe>, should', wifh rea-
, sonably gdpd managerpent,!accoffi-. 

’plish'thMg afjiieVements;,And they 
.posseJs'within them the ,elements 
'of' 4 deep dramatic appeal;ii,

• ?» ' i '4- .. ' Su g g e s t e d  Lo c a t io k ' AppAllAdikiAN',^r a il

“ t ^ ‘ r * ^ ' V < i * ' 1Mainaint from Mt. W^hihgton!;to Mt..Mitchell. Largeqities are tapped througbi,brarichflines and^'certain rail^ys. 
Arfea shWn»(;oht^ns'mofethdn, half the nnmilatmn nf the United-Starts and over one third the DODUiation.o£ Cana. 

sho\^n comprise all ftjetropoli^h centers-o’"*' 
including,,a third.of the area's ^pulatibn, 

pent^r^namea/ard'tbdse of mote th^n;^
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Benton MacKaye 
(Journal of the AIA, October 1921)



Sigfried Giedion 
Architectural Record (January 1954)



What part of the earth are we talking 
about when we refer to 

our community? 

What do we mean when we say we 
(work/live/practice/study) 

here?



The more thoroughly one is acquainted with 
the social and geographic facts in any area, 
the more keenly one becomes aware that 
unity and differentiation go hand in hand. 

Lewis Mumford 
The Culture of Cities (1938, originally sketched 1926)



UCLA Special Collections Bostonography



Beyond the empirical and descriptive 
work of “discovering” new kinds of 

woven-together geographies lies the 
political and social work of making 

people feel as though they belong to 
new forms of community



Reprinted in Walsh 2002, Journal of New Media & Culture



Dustin Cable/UVA/Cooper Center



Nelson G and Rae A. An economic geography of the United States: from 
commutes to megaregions. PLoS One 11(11). 
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0166083

garrett.g.d.nelson@dartmouth.edu 
http://people.matinic.us/garrett 
    @en_dash

Megaregions map http://discovery.dartmouth.edu/megaregions 
This slideshow http://people.matinic.us/garrett/slideshows/aia-migration 


